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VIRTUE,  r.iy  mora  lifts,  isfotriinfcenJentlybeau- 
tiful,  that  llie  need  but  be/ee/j,  to  be  univer- 
fitly  admired  :  and  is  not  vice  To  hatefu!,  that  the 
more  irs  features  are  vievjedt  the  more  it  will  be  a- 
voidcd  ?  The  traffic  in  the  human  fpecies,  particu- 
larly as  carr  ed  on  by  the  Europeans  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  has  f.)  horrible  an  afpect,  that  nothing, 
one  f^iould  think,  but  tlie  Mask,  under  which  it 
has  b:fen  concealed,  could  have  prevented  all  the  ci- 
vilized nations  in  tlie  world  uniting  to  drive  the  de- 
tcftad  r.Iop.fter  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  This 
Mask  is,  however,  at  length  taken  away,  and  the 
trafnc  Hands  fxpofed  in  all  its  real,  unalterable  de- 
formity. The  People  are  now  called  upon  to  be- 
hoid,  to  feel,  and  jndge  for  themfeives.  The  re- 
prefentations  of  former  writers  on  this  fubjecV  were 
round  y  denied;  the  fa^s  they  iiated  were  not  only 
contradi-cted,  but  deemed  impodible,  and  the  authors 
themfeives  were  accufed  of  flander.  Now  we  have 
a  body  of  evidence  to  which  to  appeal;  of  evi- 
dence, podlfling  every  effential  of  credibility.  The 
wirneiies  have  declared  before  the  Sele^fl  Com.mittee 
ot  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  what  thev  themfeives 
iaw:  they  had.  the  beft  opportunities  of  obfervation, 
and  they  are  diiiaterefted.  And  now  it  appears,  that 
one  half  of  the  tale  of  hunian  mifery  hath  not  been 
toid:  and  that   every   principle,    that  can  bind  a  man 
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©^  honour  and  confclence,*  loudly  calls  for  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  iniquitous  traffic.      Hard  indeed  nuift 
thofe    hearts    be,    and    inacceffible   thofe  underftand- 
ings,f  which  fuch  evidence  cannot  reach  ! 

The  Evidence  delivered  before  the  Sele6l  Conunit- 
tee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  very  voluminous, 
occupying  two  thoufand  pages  in  folio.  But  a  judi- 
cious Abftra6t  and  Arrangement  of  the  Evidence, 
on  the  Part  of  the  Petitioners  for  the  Abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade,!  has  been  publilhed,  and  in  a  Hiort 
compafs,  contains  the  evidence  of  well  informed  per- 
fons  on  that  fubje(5l. 

In  the  Preface  to  this  important  volume  of  evi- 
dence we  read  of  rewards  offered  for  taking  run-away 
negroes  alive  or  dead~~oi  laws  being  required  to  be 
made  to  prevent  the  pracflice  of  cutting  off  cars,  no* 
feSy  and^tongues — of  breaking  limbs  and  putting  out 
eyes — to  ^rc\ent  di/lemf  erf d,  maimcdy  and  worn  out 
negroes  from  infelVmg  towns— to  prevent  aged  ^nd 
injirm  negroes  being  driven  from  the  plantations  to 
fiarve.  We  meet  alfo  with  fuch  kind  of  pream- 
bles to  a6ls  as  the  following,   viz. 

*  Whereas  the  extreme  cruelty  and  inhumanity  of 
the  managers,  overfeers,  and  book-keepers  of  eflates, 
have  frequently  driven  fiaves  into  the  woods,  and  oc- 
calioned  rebellions,  internal  infurreclions,  &c.  And 
whereas  alfo  it  frequently  happens,  that  flaves  come 
to  their  deaths  by  hafty  and  fevere  blows  and  other 
improper  treatment  of  overfeers  and  book-keepers, 
in  the  heat  of  paffion  •,  and  when  fuch  accidents  do 
happen,    the    victims   are    entered   in  the  plantation- 

*  Speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchct^uer  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

f  Fox's  ditto. 

\  Printed  by  J.  Phillips,  George- Yard,  Lombard  Street. 
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bc;ok?,  as  havinf^  die!  of  convulfioiis.  firs,  or  other 
caiilcs  not  to  be  accounred  for  ;  and  to  conceal  the 
real  triuli  of  the  caiifc  of  the  death  of  fiich  Slave  or 
il.ivcs,  he  or  they  is  or  are  immediately  put  under 
iJround,  ^c.  Other  preambles  of  a  limihar  com[)lex- 
ioa,  reipectirig  t!ie  Iod;jing,  food,  and  clothes  of  ne- 
groes, are  Jicre  to  be  iviet  wi:h.  We  alfo  find  that 
run-away  negroes,  when  advertifed,  are  dcfcribed  by 
the  various  br.inds  upon  their  liioulders,  bieafts, 
chec-ks,  and  forehvrads.  A  woman  is  defci  ibed  with 
a  wooden  kg  ;  a  man  as  having  bcuh  his  ears  cropr, 
and  another  by  his  nofe  and  ears  being  cut  ofF.' 
CtJiinvaii  Ciironicie,  Nov.  7,  17S9.  OiJier  inflan- 
ces   occur  within  the  year    1791. 

The  FIRST  CHAPTFvR  contains  an  account  of  the 
E  lorniines  committed  by  the  Natives  of  Africa  on 
the  perfons  of  one  another,  to  procure  fjaves  for  the 
Europeans,  proved  b?  the  telt-imony  of  fuch  as  have 
viiired  that  continent — and  confirmed  by  accounts 
from  the  (laves  themfelves,  after  their  arrival  in  the 
We  ft- In  dies. 

Under  this  head,  we  learn  that  Kidnapping,  or  as 
the  natives  call  it,  Panyaring,  is  very  convmon,  that 
war  is  made  on  purpofe  to  procure  flaves.  The 
ki -g's  foldiers  fee  fire  to  villages  in  the  night,  and 
feize  the  wretched  inhabitants  as  they  attempt  to 
efcape  from  the  uames,  and  many  perifli,  either  by  the 
fire  .  or  fword,  in  the  execution  of  tliio  horrid  pur- 
pofe. A  Boy,  who  was  carried  away  in  the  night 
from  his  father's  houfe,  fays,  he  believes  both  his 
p-.i.rents  v/cie  killed,  he  is  Tare  tliat  one  was,  and  that 
many  others  were  killed  and  fome  taken.  Various 
inHances  are  mentioned  of  confummate  treachery  em- 
ployed in  making  captives.  Kidr}appi::.g  is  profellion-- 
ally  followed  J  1  irge  p'-irti-s  po  no  the  couutrv  three - 
A  ^2       " 
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iiundred  miles  to  drive  down  captives — they  go  a 
wood-ranging,  and  pick  up  every  one  they  meet,  and 
ftrip  thera  naked.  The  purchafers  generally  Ciy, 
they  do  not  care  how  the  fellers  come  by  their 
Haves.  Many  are  fold  for  crimes  falfely  imputed  ; 
the  Judges  participate  the  profits  of  the  file,  and  are 
therefore  ftrongly  induced  to  condemn  ihe  innocent. 
Crimes  are  invented  and  multiplied  for  the  purpofe 
of  trafiic.  The  great  men  drefs  up  and  employ  wo- 
men, to  entice  young  men  to  be  conne^ied  v/iih  them, 
that  they  may  be  convicled  of  adultery  and  fold.  The 
Haves  are  feparated  without  the  lead  regard  to  ties  of 
confanguinity,  or  the  pathetic  expoftulations  and  re- 
monftrances  of  nature.  When  jQave-fldps  are  on  the 
Coaft  the  natives  go  armed,  but  arc  no  whe^re  fare. 
The  man,  invited  to  drink  with  his  neighbour,  on  ri- 
fing  to  go,  is  feized  by  two  of  them  and  a  large  dog  : 
and  this  mode  of  I'cizure  is  common. 

By  the  Second  Chapter  it  appew-s  that  the  Euro- 
peans, by  means  of  the  trade  in  ilaves,  are  the  occafi- 
on  of  the  before-mentioned  enorm.iiies  ;  that  they 
fcmeiimes  ufe  additional  means  to  excite  the  natives 
to  pra<f^ife  them,  often  attempt  themfelves  to  fteal 
the  natives,  aud  lucceed,  force  trade  as  they  pleafe, 
and  are  gi^ilty  of  injuftice  in  their  dealings  In  picof 
of  th  s  charge,  we  learn  from  the  evidence,  that  Afri- 
cans receive  European  goods  in  exchange  for  flaves — 
that  they  declare  when  ihips  Ceafe  to  come  (as  in 
times  of  war)  {laves  ceafe  to  be  taken,  African 
dealers  make  the  Princes  drunk,  in  order  to  overcome 
their  aveifion  to  unprovoked  war  :  they  furnifh  the 
natives  with  arms  and  ammunition  and  excite  them 
to  pillage. 

The   term  war,    in   Africa,   is  ufed  in   general  to 
ftgntfy  pillage  j   and  when  many  towns  arc  feen  bla- 
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^ing  in  the  n^glit,  the  natives  Hiy  war  is  carrying  on. 

The  Traders  advance  goods  to  Chiefs  to  induce 
them  to  feize  tlieir  fubjccts  or  neighbours.  Capt. 
Patterfon  fet  two  villages  at  variance,  and  brought 
prifoners  from  both  iides.  It  is  not  uncomaion  to 
make  the  natives  drunk,  and  then  buy  them.  Gene- 
ral Rooke  lays,  that  it  was  propof^-d  to  him  by  three 
Englilh  captains  of  fhips,  to  kidnap  a  Iiundred,  or  a 
hundred  and  iifty  men,  women,  and  children,  king 
Darnel's  fubjeifts,  who  had  come  to  Goree  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  friendly  intercourfe  between  him  and 
Darnel  :  He  refufed  and  was  much  iliocked  by  the 
propofition.  They  faid  fuch  things  had  been  done 
by  a  former  governor.  Two  men,  black  traders, 
were  Invited  on  board,  intoxicated,  and  captured 
when  aflcep.  The  Gregfon's  people,  in  running  down 
the  coait,  kidnapped  thirty-two  of  the  natives.  The 
Dobfon's  boat  of  Liverpool  had  ftolen  a  rsan  and  wo- 
man ;  the  captain  on  the  remonfiirance  of  Capt. 
Briggs,  who  told  him,  there  would  be  no  more  irade 
if  he  did  not  deliver  up  his  two  captives,  reftored 
them  ;  upon  which  the  natives  loaded  a  boat  with 
yams,  goats,  fowls,  honey,  and  palm  wine,  and  wor.Id 
take  nothing  for  them, —  a  ftriking  inftance  of  ror- 
givenefs  of  injuries,  and  of  unmerited  k'lndnt  is  ! 

We  then  meet  with  as  oppofite  an  exhibition  of 
chara^er  as  can  poffibly  be  conceived  :  three  or  four 
hundred  Africans  cruelly  mafHicreed  or  carried  off, 
by  means  of  the  treacherous  contriv.mce  of  fix  En- 
glidi  captains  in  Old  Calabar  River.  But  lee  us  **  turn 
our  eyes  for  relief  to  fomc  (^rdii^ary  wicked nefs"*: 
Some  confider  frauds  as  a  neceiTary  part  of  the  traf- 
fic J  they  put  falfe  heads  into  powder  cafks,  cut  oiF 
two  or  three  yards  from  the  middle  ot  a  piete  of 
*  Wilberfcrcc's  Speech  in  the  Houk  ci  Commons, 
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dcth,  adiiiierate  fp'rits,  and  fteal  back  art'cles  given. 
Beiides  thele,  there  are  oihe-rs  who  pay  in  bottles, 
which  hold  but  half  the  contents  of  the  famp^es 
ihc'Wn  5  ufe  falfe  lieel-yards  and  we'olits,  and  fell 
iuch  guns-  as  huvi\  on  firing;  fo  tliat  many  of  the 
natives  of  ihe  windward  coafi:,  are  without  their  fi^i- 
gers  ?.nd  tliuT.hs  on  tliis  account,  and  it  has  become 
a  fa^^irg  that  rhele  guns  kill  more  out  of  the  butt 
tlian  the  muzzle. 

The  Third  Chapter  contains  an  account  of  the 
tr:'.r.r<ictions  of  the  enflaved  Africms,  and  of  the  me- 
thod of  confining,  airing,  feeding,  and  exerciiing 
them  •,  incidents  on  the  paiiage,  and  the  manner  of 
fcfling  them  when  arrived  at  their  defined  ports- ;  the 
deplorable  iituation  of  the  refufe  or  iickly  (laves  ;  re- 
paration of  re'ations  and  friends  ;  mortality  on  the 
pafiage,  and  freqiienily  after  fale  ;  and  the  caufcs  of 
this  mortaHiy. 

On  being  brought  on  board,  fays  Dr.  Trotter, 
they  fhew  figns  of  extreme  diflrefs  and  deipair,  from 
a  feeling  of  their  iitnation,  and  regret  at  b-ing  torn 
from  tl'.eir  friends  and  connexions.  They  fomecimes 
dream  of  being  in  their  own  country,  aiid  when  they 
awake  ihew  their  dcfpair  by  howling  and  Ihrieking  in 
a  moft  dreadful  manner.  The  women  go  into  fits. 
In  the  courie  of  the  voyage,  the  flaves  are  chained  to 
tlie  deck  every  day  from  eight  in  the  morning  fo  four 
o'clock  in  trie  afternoon.  They  are  fed  twice  a  day 
with  rice,  yams,  and  horfe- beans,  and  now  and  then 
a  little  beef  and  bread  :  after  each  of  thde  two  meals 
they  a  e  allowed  half  a  pint  of  water:  and  are  forced 
to  jump  in  their  irons,  which,  by  the  flave  dealers, 
is  called  .leaking 4^iem  dacce.  This  exercife  freciuent- 
ly  occafions  the  fetters  to  txcoriate  their  limbs*,  and, 
when  it  is  very  painful  to  move  at  all,  they  are  com-- 
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pelled  to  dance  hy  a  cat-of-nlnc-tails.  The  captains 
order  them  to  Ting,  and  they  fing  f'ongs  of  forrow, 
the  fubje£l  of  which  are  their  wretched  litiiation,  and 
the  idea  of  never  returning  home  :  the  witnefs  re- 
members the  very    words  upon  thefe  occafions. 

The  ilaves  are  fo  crouded  below,  that  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  walk  among  them  without  treading  npon  them. 
Dr.  Trotter  has  £tcn  the  flaves  drawing  their  breath 
with  all  thofe  Laborious  and  anxious  etForts  for  life, 
which  are  obferved  in  expiring  animals,  fubjedled  by 
experiment  to  foul  air,  or  in  the  exhaufted  receiver 
of  an  air  pump  :  they  cry  out—*  we  are  dying,'  and 
many  are  irrecoverably  loCt  by  fuffocation,  having  had 
no  previous  ligns  of  indifpcfition.  They  are  clofcly 
wedged  together,  and  have  not  fo  much  room  as  a 
man  in  his  coffin,  either  in  length  or  breadth.  They 
fometimes  go  down  well  at  night,  and  are  found  dead' 
in  the  morning,  Alexander  Falconbridge  was  never 
among  them  for  ten  minutes  together  below,  but  his 
fliirt  was  as  wet  as  if  dipped  in  water.  Sometimes 
the  dead  and  living  are  found  ihackled  together. 
They  lie  on  the  bare  blanks,  and  the  prominent  parts 
of  their  bones,  about  the  flioulder-blade  and  knees, 
have  frequently  been  {ctn  bare.  No  iituaiion  can  be 
conceived  fo  dreadful  and  difguiling  as  that  of  flaves 
when  ill  of  the  flux.  In  the  Alexander  (A,  Falcon- 
bridge  fays)  the  deck  was  covered  with  blood  and  mu- 
cusj  and  refembled  a  flaughter-houfe  j  the  flench  and 
foul  air  were  intolerable.  The  flaves,  fliacklcd  toge- 
ther, frequently  quarrel,  and  make  a  great  diftuvb- 
ance.  Some  refufe  food  and  medicine,  and  declare 
they  want  to  die.  In  fuch  cafes  compuliion  is  uicd. 
The  fiiips  are  fo  fitted  up  as  to  prevent,  by  net-work, 
the  Ilaves  jumping  overboard  ;^  norwithftanding  which 
they  often  attempt  it,  and  fometimes  fucceed^    fliew- 
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ing  figns  oF  exiiitation  in  the  very  ja\vs  of  deaili. 
Sonie  employ  other  means  to  c'ellroy  themfelvcs,  and 
ot'ners  go  niaJ:  Some  refolve  to  ftarve,  and  means 
are  ineffi-iSluaily  iifed  to  wrench  >pen  their  teeth  :  they 
perdit  in  their  refolution,  and  efFcct  tlieir  p'jrpofe, 
in  fpiie  of  the  utmoil  pains  to  prevent  it.  V/hen 
fevere'y  chaftifed  for  not  taking  their  food  they  have 
looked  up  v/ith  a  Anile  and  faid,  '*  prefently  we  fliall 
be  no  more'*  The  thiimfciew  is  an  inllrument  of 
torture,  the  application  of  it  fonietimes  occafions 
nunnific.uions,  of  which  the  negroes  die.  An  in- 
ltai>ce  occurs  of  the  cruelty  of  a  captain  to  an  infant 
only  nine  motirhs  old,  v/hich  one  uonid  fnppofe  too 
fliocking  to  he  true,  were  it  not  corroborated  by  other 
fpecimcns  of  as  great  cruelty  in  various  parts  of  the 
evidence.  After  a  feries  of  tortures  the  infant  ex- 
pired, and  its  fivage  murderer,  nor  yet  fatiated,  wotdd 
fuffer  none  of  the  people  on  deck  to  throw  the  body 
overbt)ard,  but  called  the  Mother,  the  wretched  Mo- 
ther, to  perForni  this  \d.i\  fid  oince  to  her  murdered 
child.  Unwi-lling  as  it  might  naturally  be  fuppofed 
iiie  was,  to  comply,  **  he  beat  her,"  regardlefs  of  the 
indignant  murmurs  of  hrr  fettered  countryn}en,  whom 
in  the  barbarous  plenitude  of  fecure  tyranny,  he  per- 
mitted to  be  fpeelators  of  this  horrible  fcene---**  he 
beat  ht  r,  until  he  made  her  take  up  the  child  and  car- 
ry it  to  the  fide  of  the  vcffel,  and  then  ibe  dropped  it 
into  the  fea,  turning  her  head  another  way,  th.it  (he 
might  not  fee  it  !"*  Another  inftance  occurs  in  this 
cha})[er,  not  perhaps  (;f  more  cruelry,  th(>ug!r  of 
•greater  maonitude. 

A  fliip    from    Africa,    with  about    four    hundred 
llaves  on  hoard,    ftruck  upon  Tome    (hoals,  called  the 
Morant  Keys,  dift mt  eleven  leagues,  S.  S.  E.  off  the 
*  S^^icech  by  \V.  Smihir.  the  Houfe  o£  Conin;ous, 
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eafl  end  ot  Ja;iiaica.  The  oOicers  and  Teamen  of  the 
iliij)  landed  in  their  boats,  carrying  with  them  arms 
and  proviii.ins.  The  fiaves  were  leFt  on  board  in  their 
irons  and  Hiackles.  This  happened  in  the  right 
time.  When  morning  came,  it  was  difcovered  that 
tjic  negroes  had  got  out  of  their  irons,  and  were  bu- 
{'j  mailing  rafts,  upon  which  they  placed  the  women 
and  children  ;  the  men,  who  were  capable  of  fvvim- 
ing,  attended  lipon  the  r.ifts,  vvliilf!:  they  diifted  be- 
fore the  wind  to.'vards  the  idaiid  where  the  feamcn 
had  landed.  From  an  apprehenilon  that  tlie  negroes 
v/ould  confnme  the  water  and  proviiions  which  tlie 
f^amen  had  landed,  tliey  came  to  the  rcfoliition  of 
defl-roying  tliem,  by  means  of  th:ir  fire-arms  and  ether 
weapons.  As  the  poor  wretches  approached  the 
fiiore  they  actually  deflroyed  between  three  and  four 
hundred  of  them.  Out  of  the  whole  cargo  only  thir- 
ty three  cr  thirty  four  were  faved  and  brought  to 
Kingfton,  where  they  were  fold  at  public  vendue. 
When  the  fhips  arrive  at  their  deftincd  ports,  the 
cargo  of  ilaves  is  fold,  either  by  fcramble  or  ven- 
due. The  Idle  by  fcramble  is  dcfcribed  :  —  '*  A  ^reat 
Kumber  of  people  come  on  board  with  tallies  in  their 
hands  (the.  Ihip  being  fi.fr  darkened  with  fills  and  co- 
vered round  ;  the  men  fiaves  placed  on  the  main 
deck,  and  the  women  on  the  quaner  deck^  and  rulh 
through  the  barricado  door  with  the  ferociety  of 
brutes.  Some  h^ve  three  or  four  handkerchirfs  lied 
together,  to  encircle  as  mai.y  as  they  think  fit  for 
their  purpofe.  This  is  a  very  general  mode  of  fale, 
and  fo  terrifies  the  poor  negroes,  that  fs.rty  or  fifty  at 
a  time  have  leapt  d  :nio  the  fea  ;  rbefe,  however,  the 
witnefs  believes,  have  been  taken  up  again:  ihe  v.'O- 
men  have  got  away  and  run  about  ti;',  iOvvn  as  f  they 
were  maU.      The  fiaves  f^ld  by  public  auOi-ioa  or  vea- 
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clue,   are  generally  tlie  refufe,  or  fickly  flaves.    Theie 
are  in  fuch  a  (late  of  health,  that  they  fell  greatly  un- 
der price.    They  have  been  known  to  be  fold  for  five 
dollars,  a  guinea,  and  even  a  fingle  dollar  each.     Some 
that  are  deemed  not  worth  buying  are  left   to    expire 
in  the  pLico  of  fale,  for  nobody  ^ivcs  them  any  thing 
to  eat  or  drink,  and  fome  of  them  live  three  d.ws  in 
that  fituation  !   In  the  fale  no  care  is  taken  to  prevent 
the  feparation  of  relations  ;    they  are  feparated    (fays 
the   evidence)    like  fheep  and   lambs   by  the  butcher. 
Making  the  iiaves  u^alk  the  plank,   is   a  term  ufed  for 
throwing  them  overboard  v^hen  provifions  are  itrarce. 
Sometimes  the  fliips  lofe  more  than  half  their  cargoes 
by  the  fma!l-pox  ;    at  others   they  bury  a   quarter  or 
one-third  on  the  pafiage,  owing  to  various  other  cau- 
fes  of  mortality  :   and  it  is  confefTed  by  the  planters,* 
that  half  the  (laves  die  in  the  feafoning,  after  arrival 
in  the  Weft- Indies.    Surgeon  Wilfon  fays,  that  of  the 
death  of  two  tldrds  ofthofe  who  died  in  his  fliip,  the 
primary  caufe  was    melancholy.     The  diforders  v^'hich 
tarry  off  the  flaves  in  fuch   numbers,   are  afcribed  by 
Falconbridgc   to  a  difeafed  mind,  fudden   tranfuions 
from  heat  to  cold,   a   putrid   atmofphere,  wallowing 
in  their  own  excrements,  and  being  Oiackled  together. 
The  captains,  furgeons,  &c.  who  have  quitted  the 
African  flave-trade^   uniformly  declare  the  reafon  to 
have    been,  that  they  could  not  confcientioufly  con* 
tinue  in   it:    they    fay,   that  it  is    an   unnatural,   ini- 
quitous,   and  villainous  trade,   founded   on   injuftice 
and  treachery  ;   m.anifeftly   carried  on  by  oppreffion 
and    cruelty,    and   not    unfrequently    terminating  in 
murder.      Capt.  Hail  fays,   he  quitted  it  (in    oppoil- 
tion   to  lucrative    offers)     from  a   conviction    that  it 
was  perfectly  illegal,  and  founded  in  blood. 

*  See  Stanley's  Speech  in  the  lioufe  of  Commons, 
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Tlie  Fourth  Chcipter  gives  an  account  of  tl:c  ge- 
neral clVimaiicn  ar.d  trcataicnt  of  the  flavcs  in  the 
Wdt-Indics.  Dr.  Jackibn  iays,  that  the  negroes 
arc  generally  elceemcd  a  fpecies  of  inferior  beings, 
wlioni  tiie  right  of  purchafc  gives  the  owner  a  power 
of  uiing  at  his  will.  T.  Woolrich  fays,  he  never 
knew  the  bell  mafter  in  the  Weil-Indies  ufe  his  flavcs 
f^j  well,  as  the  wprit  maftcr  liis  lervants  in  England  : 
that  their  Ihitc  is  inconceivable— that  a  light  of  a 
gang  would  convince  more  than  all  words. 

Slaves  are  either  FieldSlaveSjOr  in  or  outDoor  Slaves. 

The  iield-llaves  begin  their  work  at  break  of  day. 
They  work  in  rows,  without  exception  under  the 
whip  of  drivers,  and  the  weak  are  made  to  keep  up 
with  the  ftrong.  They  continue  their  labour  (v/itli 
two  intermiilions,  half  an  hour  during  the  morning, 
'and  two  l>ours  at  noon)  till  fun  fet.  In  the  intervals 
they  are  made  to  pick  grafs  lOr  the  cattle.  Cook  has 
known  pregnant  women  worked  and  flogged  a  few 
days  before  their  delivery.  Some,  however,  are  a  lit- 
tle indulged  when  in  that  (late,  After  the  month  they 
work  with  the  children  on  their  backs.  In  the  crop- 
feafon  the  labour  is  of  much  longer  duration*.  The 
flaves  fi^metimes  work  {o  long  that  they  cannot  help 
lleeping,  and  then  it  not  unfrequently  happens,  that 
their  arms  are  caught  in  the  m.ill  and  torn  off.  Tliey 
are  faid  to  be  allowed  one  day  in  feven  for  refl:,  but 
this  time  is  neceiTarily  employed  in  railing  food  for 
the  other  days,  and  gathering  grafs  for  their  mafters 
cattle.  The  belt  allowance  of  food  is  at  Barbadoes, 
which  is  a  pint  of  grain  for  twenty  four  hours,  and 
half  a  rotten    herring  when   to  be  had.      When  the 

*  In  Ibrne  eftates  it  is  ufual  to  dig  a  hole  in  the  ground,  which  they 
put  the  bellies  of  pregnant  women,  while  they  whip  them,  that  they 
ni:'.y  not  escufc  puniilinient,  nor  yet  endanger  the  life  of  the  woman  of 
child. 

B 
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herrings  arc  u^ifit  for  the  whites,  they  arc  bought  up 
by  planters  for  the  flaves.  Some  aTow  nine  pinis  of 
corn  a  week,  and  about  one  prurd  offalt  fi-fh,  which 
is  the  grciitefiialiowancc  meiuioned  in  the  whole  couife 
of  the  evidence.  Some  have  no  pioviilon  but  w]\at 
tliey  raife  themfelves,  and  tliey  are  frequently  fo  fa- 
tigued by  the  h^^bour  of  the  reft  of  the  week,  as 
fcarcely  to  be  able  to  work  f(>r  their  own  fupport  on 
the  Sunday.  And  the  laiid  allotted  iliem  for  this 
purpofe  is  often  at  tlie  diftance  of  tJ^rce  miles  from 
their  houfes  ;  it  wculd^  however,  be  quite  ample  for 
their  fupport,  were  they  allowed  time  fuincient  (vr 
its  cultivation.  Sometimes  when  tht-.y  have  been  at 
tlie  pains  of  clearing  their  land,  their  mailers  lake  it 
for  canes,  and  give  them  wood  land  it, Head  of  it. 
This  hardship  fomc  have  fo  taken  to  heart  as  to  die. 
Putrid  carcafcs  are  burnt  ;  if  they  were  buried,  the 
flaves  would  dig  them  up  and  eat  them,  which  would 
breed  diltempers  among  them.  They  are  fometimes 
driven  by  extreme  hunger  to  fl:eal  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives.  They  are  badly  clothed  ;  one  half  of 
them  go  ahiioft  naked.  The  flaves  in  geiiCral  have 
no  bed  or  bedding  at  all.  Th.eir  houfes  are  built  wiih 
four  poles  and  thatched.  Tl^ey  have  little  or  no  pro- 
perty. All  the  evidence  (to  whom  the  qutftion  has 
been  propofed)  agree  in  anfvvering,  that  they  never 
liuew  or  heard  of  a  field-flave  ever  amafiing  fuch  a 
fum,  as  enabled  him  to  purchafe  his  own  freedom. 
The  artificers,  fuch  as  houfe  carpenters,  coopers,  ma- 
fons,  the  drivers  and  head  flaves,  are  better  ofF.  The 
owners  of  women  let  them  out  for  proftitution,  and 
fiog  them,  if  they  do  not  bring  home  full  wages. 

The  negroes,  when  wliipped,  are  fufpended  by  the 
arms,  with  weights  at  their  feet.  They  are  firft 
whipped  with  a  whip  made   of  cow-fkin  (vv-hich  cuts 
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out  the  fle^i,  w'lere.is  the  milic.iry  wli'ps  cut  On!y 
the  ikiii)  and  aFterwMrds  wiih  eboay  bulhcs  '.wliich 
are  more  prickly  than  thorn  bulhes  in  this  country) 
in  order  to  let  out  the  conge.ilcd  b!ood.  Dr.  H.ir- 
rifon  thin'cs  the  whioping  too.  fjvere  to  be  inflicted 
on  iiny  huu.m  being  :  he  could  I  ly  two  or  three  lin- 
gers into  the  woi'.nds  of  a  man  whipped  For  not  coin- 
iiig  w!i  n  he  wis  called.  Mmy  receive  from  one 
hundred  and  fircy  to  two  hundred  hifhes  at  a  time; 
and  in  two  or  three  days  this  is  repeated  :  they  walk 
the  raw  parts  with  pickle  ;  this  appears  fiom  the  con- 
vu'.iions  it  occaiior.s,  more  cruel  than  whipping  ;  but 
it  is  done  to  prevent  mortilication.  After  fevere 
w'iipping»  they  are  worked  all  day  v.-ithout  food^  ex- 
cept what  their  friends  may  give  them  out  of  their 
own  poor  pirt  mce.  They  are  retured  to  thcu'  ftocks 
at  night,  and  worked  njxt  K.\c-ij  as  before.  This 
cruel  trcatmc:nt  has  made  many  commit  fuicide*  Cook 
has  known  fourteen  ilaves,  who,  in  confe<;uence 
thereof,  ran  into  the  woods  and  cut  th',ir  throats 
toge:iier.  Thefe  fevere  punitliments  are  ^requer.t. 
The  fears  made  by  whipping  laft  to  old  age.  T.  V/ocl- 
rich  has  i\'^n  their  backs  one  uaidiltinguii'lied  mafs  of 
lum:-Sj  ho;cs,  and  furrows.  They  fometim-es  die  of 
niortiucation  of  the  wounds.  A  planter  flogged 
ir.s  driver  to  death,    and  boalled  of  having  fo  done.  . 

Uiider  the  head  of  Extraordinary  Punillimei.tSj  (for 
t'nofe  already  named  are  reckoned  onH'Ordinary.  men- 
tion is  made  of  iron   collars  v/ith  hooks*,    heavy  cat- 

'  G-nerai  Totttnhim  faw  a  youth,  about  nineteen,  walking  in  the 
flrett-^,  in  a  mod  ck'plorabie  jSruation,  entirely  naked,  and  with  an  iron 
co'.-ar  a:n)ut  his  neck,  v/ith  five  ion_!i^'-  projecting  fp ikes.  His  body,  beiV - 
and  bthiivi,  hisbreech,  beily  ana  thij^bs,  were  ainioft:  cut  to  piece?,  and 
with  runnin":  i'oars  all  o\ti:r  th(  m>  and  you  might  put  your  finger  ia  fome 
of  ihe  wheals.  He  cculd  not  fit  down,  owing  to  his  '"^reech  being  in  a 
ft.itp  o(  m()r:i£c;^tioD,  ind  it  wi;s  in-.pofnhle  for  him  to  lie  down,  from  the 
prcjciSion  of  the  prongs.  "I'he  I  cy  c^me  to  the  general  to  afk  relief. 
He  was  iliocketi  at  hi*  a;);--<;araiice,  and  afked  him  whai  ht  had  done  to 
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lie  chains,  and  a  half  hundred  weight  fjAencd  to 
them,  which  the  negroes  are  forced  to  drag  after 
them,  when  working  in  the  field,  fafpending  by  the 
hands  *till  the  fingers  mortify  ;  flogging  with  ebony 
bullies  'cill  they  are  forced  to  go  on  all  fours,  unahle 
to  get  up,  being  tied  up  to  the  branch  of  a  tree,  with 
a  heavy  weight  round  the  neck,  expofcd  to  the  noon- 
day fun— thumb-fcrev's  ;  a  man  was  put  on  the  pick- 
et, fo  long  as  to  occrifion  a  mortiiication  of  his  foot 
and  hand,  on  fufpicion  of  robbing  his  ir.aHer,  a  piib- 
]ic  officer,  of  a  Turn  of  money,  which  it  afterwards 
appeared,  the  mafler  had  taken  himfv^lf.  Yet  the 
mafler  was  privy  to  the  punifliment,  and  the  flave  had 
no  compenfation.  He  was  punifiicd  by  order  of  the 
mafter,  who  did  not  then  chuie  to  make  it  known  that 
he  himfelf  had  made  ufe  of  the  money.  A  girl's  ears 
were  nailed  to  a  pofb,  afterwards  torn  away,  and  dipt 
off  clofe  to  her  head,  with  a  pair  of  large  fciffars; 
befides  this,   flie    was   unmercifully   flogged,    and  all 

for— BREAKING    A     PLATE,     OR    SPILLING     A     CUP 

OF  TEA  !  A  negro,  impelled  by  hunger,  had  fi:olen 
part  ofa  turkey, his  mafter  caufed  him  to  beheld  down, 
and,  v^^ith  his  ov/n  hands,  took  a  hammar  and  punch 
and  knocked  out  four  of  his  teeth.  The  hand  is  cut 
off  if  lifted  up  againft  a  v/hite  iT^nn,  and  the  leg  for 
running  away.  A  planter  fent  for  a  furgeon  to  cut 
off  the  leg  of  a  negro  who  had  run  away.  On  the 
furgeon's  refufing  to  do  it,  the  planter  took  an  iron 
bar,  and  broke  the  leg  in  pieces,  and  then  the  furge- 
on took  it  off.  This  planter  did  niany  fuch  acls  of 
cruelty,  and  all  v/ith  impunity.  The  practice  of  drop- 
ping hot  lead  upon  the  negroes,  is  here  mentioned. 
H.   llofs  fav/  a  young  female  fufpended  by  her  wrifts 

fuffer  fuch  a  puniihment,  and  who  iiifii<fled  it.  He  f:ud  it  v.-ss  3::s  n-afr.  r, 
V'ho  lived  about  two  miles  from  town,  and  that  as  1:2  could  not  work,  lie 
would  give  himuothing  to  eat. 
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to  a  tree,  Avinging  to  and  fro,  wlille  lier  mnfter  appli- 
ed a  lighccrd  torch  to  tlie  dilferent  parts  of  her  writh- 
ing body.  It  was  notorious  that  Pvuihie  tortured  [o 
many  of  his  nt;groes  to  death,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
frll  his  effate.  Anotl^.er  planter,  in  the  fame  Ifiand^,. 
dcltroyed  forty  11  ives  out  of  llxty  (in  three  years}  by 
fevcrity.  The  rc(^  of  the  conduct  of  this  infamous 
wretch  was  cancelled  by  the  Committee  oF  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  as  containing  circumibmces  too  hor- 
r.ble  to  be  given  to  the  world.  We,  however,  go  on 
to  read  (jf  kn  k  king  on  the  head  and  ftabbing,  of  a  hot 
iron  forced  betv/een  the  teeth,  of  a  (lave  thrown  into 
tlie  boiling  juice,  and  killed,  of  a  negro  fhot  and  his 
head  cut  «:;t.  And  it  app::ars,  tliat  the  women,  deem- 
ed of  refpciftability  and  rank,  not  only  order  and 
fuperintenJ,  but  fomeiimes  adualiy  inflidl  with  their 
own  hinds  [excvc  punilhments  on  their  flaves. 

The  oilences  for  which  ihe  before-mentioned  pu- 
nilliments  are  infli6l-d  are,  not  corning  into  the  field 
in  ti  -ne,  not  picking  a  fuflicient  quantity  of  grafs, 
not  appearing  willing  to  work,  when  in  fa<St  lick  and 
not  able;  for  ftaying  too  long  on  an  ei*rand,  for  not- 
coming  immediately  when  chilled,  for  not  bringing- 
home  ;the  women)  the  full  weekly  fum  enjoined  by: 
t'lcir  o^vners  ;  for  running  away,  and  for  theft,  to 
which  uley  are  often  driven  by  hunger. 

U.uler  the  head  of  **  Extraordinary  Punifliments," 
fo-ne  appear  to  have  fufFered  for  running  away,  or 
for  lifting  up  a  hand  againfta  white  man,  or  for  break- 
ing a  plate,  or  fpilling  a  cup  of  tea,  or  to  extort  con- 
felijon.  Otliers  again,  in  the  moments  of  fudden  re- 
fentment,  and  one  on  a  diabolical  pretext,  vvhich  the 
m after  held  out  to  the  world  to  conceal  h.s  oWn  vii-^*- 
laoy,  and  which  he  knew  to  5e  fiii/e, 

B  a- 
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The  fiaves  have  litile  or  no  redrefs  againft  ilUuGigc 
of  any  fort ;  the  laws  to  reftri^^t  punifhment  arc  a 
mere  farce,  and  univerfally  difregarded,  or  v/iien  pre- 
tended to  be  obferved  they  are  in  divers  ways  ef- 
feclcally  evaded  :  befides,  the  evidence  of  a  Black  is 
in  no  cafe  whatever  admitted  agaidfr  a  White  Man  : 
which  circumfcance  alone  is  enougli  to  deprive  the 
negroes  of  all  legal  protedlion  whatever,  were  the 
laws,  in  other  refpccV?,  ever  fo  jaft  and  filnta  y. 
Lieutenant  Davidfon  was  fo  hurt  at  the  ievtie  ar>d 
frequent  whippings  of  one  of  t]\e  womenj  :liat  he  cM-.i- 
plained  to  a  magiftrate,  v/ho  faid,  **  he  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it." 

The  particular  inAances  iTT^ntioned  in  the  evi- 
dence, oi  iiaves  dying  in  confequence  of  fevcre  and 
cruel  treatment  fjom  their  maflers,  were  not  pnnifli- 
ed,  though  generally  known  ;  nor  do  the  perpe- 
trators of  thefe  barbaratics  appear  to  have  fuffercd  any 
difgrace  ! 

If  you  fpeak  to  a  negro  of  future  punifliments,  he 

fays, '^  Why    fliould  a    poor  negro    be  puniOicd  ? 

]ac  does  no  v/rong  ?  iiery  cauldrons,  and  fuch  things, 
arc  referved  for  white  people,  as  punilhmenis  for  the 
opprelHon  of  fiaves." 

In  the  Fifih  Chapter,  it  is  proved,  by  fuch  as  have 
feen  them  in  their  own  country,  that  the  n  -tives  of 
Africa  are  equal  to  the  Europeans  in  their  natural  ca- 
pacities, feelings,  affet^tions,  and  moral  cbara6ier. 
They  manufacture  gold  and  iron,  in  fome  refpedl?, 
equal  to  the  European  iVrtifts—alfo  cloth  and  leather 
ivith  uncommon  neatnefs  5  the  former  they  die  blue, 
vellow,  brown  and  orange.  They  are  fkillcd  in  making 
indigo  and  foap,  and  pottery  wares,  and  prepare  ialt 
for  their  own  ufe  from  the  fea  v>'ater.  They  alio 
jnake  ropes  with  aloes.     With  rcfpedt  to  their  moral 
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chiiMclcr,  th?y  ave  very  hnu  ft  nnd  hofpital^'e  :  grate- 
ful and  afieeii  >ii?.te,  Irirndcfs  a;id  innoccnr  j  punciu- 
al  in  their  dca^ngs,  and  as  capable  of  virtue  as  ilje 
V/hitfs.  They  arc  fufceptible  of  all  tlie  Tociai  virtues  : 
gencrefity,  fidelity,  a:id  giauiude,  arc  allowed  iheju 
by  Dr.  Stuart.  Thcfe  virtues  Dr.  JackTon  cnujv.e- 
rates,  and  adds  chariiy  to  ail  ijj  diitrefs,  and  a  ikong 
?.tc.u~hnient  on  liie  part  of  j>arcnts  to  their  children. 
T.  Wooli  ich  fays,  he  r.ever  ls:^le^v  of  an  African,  who 
could  exprcfs  himfeif,  that  did  not  believe  in  the  ex- 
ilie.nce  of  a  fupreiT^.e  Being. 

In  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Chapters  it  appears  that 
the  natives  pofiels  indvntry  and  a  Ipiiit  of  comnicrte, 
fufficicnt  for  carryino  on  a  new  trade;  that  their  coun- 
try abounds  with,  and  migh.t  eallly  be  made  ftili  rr-ore 
pvcduclive  of,  many  and  various  articles  of  couimerce^ 
but  tijat  the  traffic  i-r.  ilaves  is  an  irifupcrabie  imncdi-- 
Dcnt  to  opening  a  new  tj-ade. 

In  the  Eighth  Chapter  it  is  inquired,  v/hether  the 
flive  irade  be  not  a  crave  (inftead  of  a  nurfery)  of 
the  fcaaien  employed  in  it 

It  appCcO's  by  the  multer-rolls  of  Liverpool  and 
Briftoi,  that  in  3ro  vcfTels,  12,  263  men  v,'ere  em- 
ph-jyed,  cut  of  whom  26.43  v;ere  lofr,  that  is  to  fay, 
more  than  a  fifth  of  the  whole  nun^.ber  employed,  or 
more  rhan  fcven  in  every  iingle  voyage,  befides  near- 
ly one  half  of  thoie  who  go  out  v;ith  the  ihips  are  con- 
fiantly  left  behind. 

Capt,  Hall  (of  the  merchiant's  fervice)  fi^ys  that 
the  crews  of  the  zVfrican  Ihips,  VThen  they  ?rrive  in 
the  \Ycft  Indies,  are  the  moft  miferable  obje(ns  he  ever 
mcr  with  in  any  country  iii  Jiis  life  :  he  does  not  know 
a  ijugle  inft^mce  to  the  contrary.  He  has  frenurntly 
f_-rn  iliem  with  their  toes  rotted  ofi,  their  legs  fwelled 
to  theiize  of  their  thighs,  and  in  an  ulcerated  itate  all 
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&vcr^  &c.  Sec.  This  account  is  connrmcd  by  C:ipt. 
Hall  of  the  navy.  Sir  W.  Young  isofopin'on,  that 
a  trade  to  Africa  in  the  natural  productions  of  the 
country,  would  not  be  attended  with  more  inconveni- 
ence to  the  health  of  the  feamen  employed  in  it,  than 
the  prefent  "\Vef!:-India  Trade. 

in  tiie  Nintli  Chapter  wc  find  that  the  feanien  em- 
ployed in  the  {lave  trade  are  in  general  barbaroufly 
infed.  Tlicy  are  worfe  fed  both  in  quantity  and  qua- 
lity of  food  than  the  feamen  in  other  trades.  iijey 
have  little  or  no  (lielter  night  or  day  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather  during  the  whole  of  the  middle 
palTlige.  They  arc  inhumanly  treated  when  ill,  and 
fubjedfed  to  the  fury  of  the  inipafiioned  cfBcers  for 
Tery  trifles.  A  boy,  to  avoid  the  cruel  treatment  of 
Lis  oificer,  juinp'd  overboard,  and  was  drowned.  A 
man  was  killed  with  a  hand  fp'ke  for  being  very  ill 
and  unable  to  work.  Six  men  were  chained  togethfr^ 
by  their  necks,  legs,  and  hands,  for  making  their 
efcape  from  the  vellel  ;  they  vv^ere  allowed  only  a  pkui— 
tain  a  dr>y  ;  they  all  died  in  their  chains  ;  one  of 
them  (Thomas  Jones  a  very  nood  feaman)  raving 
mad  I  The  evidence  proves  that  ii. fiances  of  wantonr 
cruelty,  and  inhuman  treatment  in  general,  are  nu- 
merous, various  and  frequent.  One  man,  with  both 
his  legs  in  irons  and  his  neck  in  an  iroi];  collar,  was* 
chained  to  the  boat  for  three  months,  and  very  often 
moft  inhumanly  beaten  for  complaining  of  his  llcua- 
tion,  both  by  the  captain  and  other  officers.  His  al- 
lowance of  provifions  was  fo  fmall  tlvat  (after  his  re- 
leafe  from  the  boat,  on  account  of  extreme  weaknt-fs) 
he  begged^  fomething  to  eat,  faying  that  if  it  were  not 
given  him  he  rtiould  die  '.---the  captaiii  reproach-xl: 
him,  beat  him,  and  bid  him  die  and  be  damned.  Tlie. 
man  died  in  the  night.     This  was  in  the  Ship  Saiiy^, 
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on  board  of  whic'i  lll-treatiiient  was  common.  Ano- 
ther man  was  deliberately,  by  a  ferics  of  fnocking  bar- 
barities, murdered. 

Sir  Geo.  Young  remarks  that  a  fliip  of  tlie  b'nc 
might  be  prefenily  manned  by  the  faiiors  who  wiln 
to  efcape  from  the  miferies  of  African  (liips.  One 
poor  young  man,  when  dying  in  confequence  of  the 
ill  treatment  he  had  received  from  the  captain,  faid 
(which  were  t]:ic  ]?.{t  words  A.  Falccnbridge  heard 
him  fpeak)  **  I  cannot  punifii  him  (meaning  the  cap- 
tain) but  God  will."  The  faiiors  when  flck  are  beat- 
en for  being  lazy,  till  they  die  under  the  blows! 

**  If  this  be  the  real  fituation  of  things,  how  hap- 
pens it  (the  reader  may  perhaps  afk)  that  the  obje(fls  ■ 
of  fuch  tyranny  and  oppreffion  fhould  not  obtain  rs- 
drefs,  and  that  our  courts  of  law  fliould  not  have  to 
decide  upon  more  cafes  of  this  kind,  than  they  have 
at  prefent  ?"  It  is  anfvvered,  *' the fe  obj eels  are  gene- 
rally without  friends  and  money,  without  which  the 
injured  v.'ill  feck  for  juflice  but  in  vain  ;  and  becaufe 
the  peculiarity  of  their  fituation  is  an  impediment  to 
their  endeavours  for  redrefs."  Whoever  wiflies  for 
a  more  particular  anfwer  to  tliis  queftion,  may  meet 
with  it  in  "  Clarkfon*s  Efiay  on  the  Impolicy  of  the 
African  Slave-Trade,"  (pa^e  52)  from  which  the 
queftion  and  the  above  ^ceneval  reply  are  qucred. 

If  it  fnould  frill  be  a&ed,  **  iiow  it  happens  that 
feamen  enter  for  fiave  veflels,  wli^n  fuch  general  ill 
ufage  nn  board  of  tjiern  c:  n  h;irdly  fail  of  being 
knov/n  ?"  the  reply  mufr  be  taken  from  the  evidence, 
**  that  vvhereas  fome  of  them  enter  volun?ariiy,  the 
greater  part  of  then^t  are  trep;<nned  ;  fo)-  thai  \i  is  the 
bufinefs  of  certain  iand'oids  to  nw'.;ke  them  intoxicat- 
ed, and  get  them  into  \lebt.  a^rer  M'hich  their  only  al-- 
ternative  is  a  C uinccimau  or  a  GorJ, 
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In  the  Tenth  Chapter  it  is  proved  not  to  be  true, 
what  fonie  fay,  that  the  natives  of  Africa  A\t,  h^ippicr 
in  the  Europe  in  colonies  thiin  in  tlieir  own  country. 
Th^y  love  their  own  cou'itry,  but  defiroy  then^- 
felves  in  the  colonies,  ccc  &c.  But  any  comparifon 
between  the  two  iituiitions  is  as  (H  Rofs  fays,  tho'  on 
another  occation)  "  an  infult  to  common  fetife.'*^ 

The  Eleventh,  Twelfth,  and  Thirteenth  Ch;ipters 
are  on  the  fubje^t  of  negro  population  in  t'le  colonies, 
and  plainly  (hew  that  the  importation  of  frelh  Afri- 
cans might  immediately  be  fuperceded,  by  tlie  intro- 
diiclion  of  genei'al  good  rreataient,  and  of  certain  fa- 
lut;iry  regulations  therein  fuggefted. 

The  ?"ourteenth  Chapter  is  employed  to  denion- 
■ftrate,  from  the  evidence  before  the  commitree,  that 
the  coioniits  would  be  able  to  carry  on  the  necciTary 
cultivation  of  their  lands,  without  a  freOi  importation 
ofilives  while  the  generation  imaiedlateiy  fucceeding 
the  regulations  prooofed,  were  growing  up  to  fupply 
the  vacancies  occafioned  by  the  natural  deuths  of  the 
Haves  of  all  ages,  now  in  their  polleirion. 

The  Fh^teenth  Chapter  inquires,  whether  tlicre  be 
not  a  prevailing  opinion  in  the  colonies,  that  it  is 
cheaper  t^.  buy  or  import  ilaves  than  thus  to  mcreafe 
them  by  population.  Aiid  whether  the  very  rcverfe 
ot  this  opinion  be  not  true  :  naniciy,  that  it  is  more 
proiitablc  to  breed  than  u^  import.  The  refult  of 
this  inquiry  is  clearly  in  favour  of  ihtiminedldte  Abo- 
lition of  the  African  Slave  Trade.  The  fame  rn;iy 
b^  faid  of  the  iixteen:h  and  lijl  chapter,  in  which  it 
is  co'ihdercd.  Whether  it  be  more  political  to  ex- 
tend t'le  cuit'vation  of  tlie  colonics  by  the  conrinu- 
ance  of  rhe  llive-trade,  <j:  wait  tid  the  riling  genera- 
tion (hill    be  capable  of  performing  it. 

Having   ihus    takeri    a    general    view    of    the   moll 
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ftrlking  features  of  the  exidence  for  ihc  abolition  of 
the  trpilTic  in  the  iunian  fpccies,  as  canicd  on  by  the 
Engliili  on  the  coa(i  of  Africa,  it  might  net  be  im- 
proper to  clofe  it  w'tii  the  declaration  of  a  virtuous 
and  wife  Senator,  whofe  ii.'dtfangable  labc-urs  on  be- 
half ot  the  opprelTcd  Africans,  cannot  fad  to  infure 
him  the  unfeigned  reflect  of  every  lover  of  fieedoni 
and  humani'T  : 

**   Tht    abolition     of     the     sj. avc    trade 

f/'7yS    he  )     IS      I  N  D  I  S  P  I!  N  S  I  B  L  Y      R  E  Qj;  1  R  E  D      OF      US, 
NOT    ONLY    13  Y     K  E  L  I  G  I  O  NT     AND      MORALITY,     B  E*  T 


BY    EVERY    PRINCIPLE     OF    SOUND      POLICY 


#  >? 


The  noble  exordium  of  another  able  advocate  of 
the  lime  righteous  canfe,  ir-ufl:  not  however  be  omit- 
ted in  this  place  :  The  IToufe  of  Commons  bcir.g  now 
apprized  of  tiie  nature  of  this  trade,  having  received 
evidence,  having  had  the  facls  undeniably  eflablii'hed, 
knowing,  in  inort,  r.hat  the  Slavc-Tra.de  'ujas^  he  de- 
clared, th.at  if  rhcy  did  not,  by  the  vote  of  that  night, 
mark  to  all  mankind  their  abhorrence  of  a  pravflice  fo 
enormous,  fo  favage,  fo  repugnant  to  all  laws,  human 
and  divine,  it  would  be  more  fcandalous,  andi  more  de- 
faming, in  the  eyes  of  the  country,  and  of  the  world, 
tlian  any  vote  which  any  Houfe  of  Commons  had 
ever  given.  He  dtfired  them  lerioufly  to  reflect,  be- 
fore they  gavs  their  votes,  vvhat  they  were  about  to 
do  that  evening.  If  they  voted  that  the  Slave  Trade 
Ihould  not  be  aboliflied,  they  v/ould,  by  their  vote  that 
night,  give  a  Parliamentary  fan^ion  to  Rapine,  Rob- 
bery and  Murder  ;  for  a  fyfrem  of  rapine,  robbe- 
ry, and  murder,  the  Slave  Ti-ade  had  now  mqfi  cUar- 
ly  been  proved  to  bef- 

*  Spee_hof  "W.  Wilberforce,  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

f    ^^pcecla   of    C.   J.    For  in  the  Bouf;:  of  Commoas.     Reported  by 
Woodfali. 
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It  remains  now  to  recommend,  as  eirneniy  and  ss 
ftrongty  as  pofiibie,  to  the  inhabitanrs  of  tliis  Land  of 
Freedom  individualiy,  a  particular  and  fcrious  atten- 
tion to  THE  ABSOLUTE  NECESSITY,  ON  EVERY 
CONSIDERATION  OF  MORALITY  AND  JUSTICE,  OF 
PUTTING  AN  END  TO  A  PRACTICE  SO  PREGNANT 
■WITH  ClKCLiTvISTANCES  OF  TERROR  AND  ALARM 
TO    THIS    COUNTRY. 

Much  has  been  lately  done,  by  the  ur.ited  friends  of 
eoultabie  freedom,  i-.i  circulating  thrL>u£hoiu  the  kincr- 
dom  important  information  on  this  intereftiDg  fubjcct: 
but  much  remains  yet  to  be  dene.  The  niinds  of 
many  have  been  informed,  and  their  indignation  juil:- 
\y  kindled  by  the  hiftory  of  a  comnierce  '*  written 
throughout  in  characfcrs  of  blood''K''''  But  the  under- 
flandings  it  is  to  be  feard,  of  a  great  mw^.jority  of  the 
people  of  England,  are  itill  unenlightened.  Should 
the  foregoing  Short  Sketch  of  the  Evidence,  awaken 
the  feelings,  or  quicken  the  attention,  of  aT>y,  in  fa- 
vour of  their  greatly  injured  fellow-creatures,  the  op- 
prefTed  Africans,  it  is  much  to  be  vvillied,  that  they 
will  not  haftily  difnnfs  the  rub]e<5\  from  tlieir  recol- 
le^lion,  or  fufFer  its  painful  impreffions  to  be  made 
in  vain  :  but  feek  a  further  acquaintance  with  the 
evidence,  which  the  more  they  examine,  the  ftronger 
will  be  their  inducements  to  exert  every  power  and 
faculty  they  poOefs,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade.  Let  no  one  fay,  '*  my 
fituation  of  privacy  and  obfcuriry,  precludes  all  poffi- 
bility  cf  ferving  the  caufe""-for  the  greateft  nunibers 
conlift  of  units,  and  the  m.oft  mighty  exertions  of 
ftates  and  empires  are  but  aggregates  of  individual 
ability.  Next  to  Mtn:ibers  of  Parliament,  all  who  have 
any  jufl  influence  in  the  eletTtion  of  tlscm,  are  patti- 
*  .Speech  cf  W.  vViiberfcrce,  "Ll'^.  in  the  iloufe  of  Conimcns. 
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eiil.irly  roiiccrned  to  confider,  how  far  the  attninmcnc 
of  ilie  great  end  we  h  ivc  in  view  may  cicpcnd  upoQ 
their  condu<5l.  We  may  certainly  conclude,  that  wlio- 
cver  is  not  a  friend  to  t!ie  liberty  of  the  meaneft  fub- 
jccl,  is  not  Ht  to  be  entrufled  with  that  of  the  ftate  : 
and  even  thofe  who  have  no  vote,  are  neverihelefs 
comprehended  in  our  idea  of  the  public  mind, ---nor 
is  any  man  of  fcnf^  and  virtue,  let  his  fjtuation  in  a 
hcc  country  be  wria_t_it  may,  to  be  deemed  of  71c  ac^ 
cciiiit.  Upon  his  judgment,  his  voice  (if  not  his 
vote,;  liis  exaniple,  much  may  depend.  The  difcove- 
ry  of  truth,  tlie  coii'imunicatlon  oi  ufeful  knowledge, 
and  the  exemplary  recommendation  of  virtuous  con- 
duct, m.ay  dignify  a  plebeian,  as  well  as  add  luflre  to 
a  crov/n.  Even  a  negro  fiave,  amidfi  the  horrors  o£ 
a  middle  paiTige,  and  debafed  by  every  external  cir- 
cumriance  of  degradation  and  miiery  that  the  imagina- 
tit^n  can  conceive,  Qjall  divide  Iiis  meagre  morfel  ± 
v.'iih  tlie  inhuman  monfter  in  dlftrefs,  who  ftole   him 


country,  and  his  neareft  connexions. 


from  his  nai 

thereby  retarning  ail  the  good  in  liis  power,  for  all 
the  EVIL  his  m^ercilefs  enemy  could  infii6l,  and  giving 
an  example  of  true  benevolence  of  heart  and  real 
greatnefs  of  mind,  unfurpaiTed  in  the  hillory  of  civil- 
ized nations,  and  worthy  of  the  beH:  and  pureft  of 
all  redgions  :-— "  if  thlue  enemy  hunger^  feed  him  ;  if 
he  thirjl^  give  him  drink  jj."  Let  no  one,  therefore, 
think  too  m-eanly  of  himfelf  when  called  upon  to  af- 
fili  in  a  good  caufe,  feeing,  that  from  the  mofl:  abjecH: 
Aute  of  hum.an  wrctcliednefs  a  leilbn  may  fometimes 
be  learnt,  and  an  iniiuence  imparted  which  the  proud- 
eft  phiiofopliy  need  not  bluih  to  own.     The  abolitioa 

\  In  one  of  the  fijips  v/e  find  the  flaves  privately  and  vchintarjly  feed- 
ing the  Imn^ry  f^iiors  with  a  part  of  their  own  fcanty  allowance. 

\  Ron!,  xii.  cliap,  -c  ver. 

c 
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of  the  ilave  trade  is  an  objecl  of  Uichbigh  importance, 
and  ^o  nearly  concerns  every  one  who  his  a  mind  to 
comprehend,  and  a  heart  to  feel,  that  no  comnuini- 
cation  or  alfiftance  is  too  f ma  11^  nor  any  wo  great,  to 
be  exerted  upon  this  occaiion. 

Some  people  feem  inclined  to  lend  an  ear  to  tales 
of  human  woe,  and  feel  a  certain  gvatificatitjn  in  be- 
holding the  exhibitions  of  tragedy,  or  in  the  pcrufal 
of  pathetic  poetry,  and  the  like.  Even  the  cafe  of 
the  opprelTed  Africans,  when  reprelented  by  thtir  fa- 
vourite bards,  or  appearing  in  the  form  of  the  '*  Dy- 
ing SlavCy^  ox  the  **  ?/c'gro's  Co??i/:Idiritf'^  fccm  to  pof- 
fefs,  if  not  charms  to  pleafe,  at  ieart  powers  forcibly 
to  atrracl  their  willing  attention,  and  to  win  their 
fynipathetic  regard.  Yet  the  evidence  delivered  be- 
fore the  Iloufe  of  Commons,  containing  a  true  and 
faithful  account  of  the  miferies  and  wickcdnefs  at- 
tendant upon  the  traffic  in  their  fellow-creatures,  uri- 
embellidied  by  flourifhes  of  rhetoric,  undecorated  with 
the  fplendid  habiliments  of  poetry,  is  almoft  in  vain 
recommended  to  their  notice.  Should  they  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  caft  their  eye  over  a  few  pages  of  the 
fhocking  hiftory,  they  prefently  fliut  up  the  book- 
it  makes  them  fluidder— -they  have  read  enough — 
fuch  horrid  barbarities,  fuch  complicated  fufferings, 
are  not  to  be  endured  even  in  inragination  !  But  let 
fuch  remember—-**  that  humaiiity  confifts  not  in  a 
iqueaniifli  ear  —it  conlilis  not  in  a  Oarting  or  Ihrink- 
5ng  at  fuch  tales  as  thefe,  but  in  a  difpofition  of  heart 
to  relieve  mifery,  and  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  cru- 
elty t— Humanity  appertains  rather  to  the  mind  thim 
to  the  nerves,  and  prompts  men  to  real,  difinterciled 
endeavours  to  give  happinefs  to  their  fellow- crea- 
tures^." It  is  theref*^  re  to  be  wiflicd  that  no  afie(ltion 
•S  Fox's  Speech  in  the  Koufe  of  Commons. 
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of  extreme  renfibiMty,  or  renl  cflin-iinrvcy  of  manners, 
may  dilincliue,  or  diuiualify,  for  the  fervice  of  huma- 
nity. That  extreme  delicacy  which  deprives  us, 
if  nor  of  the  difpoiition,  yet  of  the  ability  to  encoun- 
ter fiilfering  for  the  iake  of,  and  in  order  to  help  our 
brethren  in  afiiidlion,  and  under  the  fevereO  oppefli- 
OM,  is  detrimental  to  its  polleiTor,  and  injurious  to 
the  comaiunity  ;  it  renders  companion  a  painful, 
ulelcfs  thing,  and  makes  beneficence  fruitlefs. 

To  the  bufy  and  tiie  g-iy  '*  a  great  hook  is  a  great 
Cvir^  Two  THOUSAND  PAGES  IN  FcLio,  Written 
(like  Ezekiei's  roil)  within  and  without,— lamentati- 
ons»  mourning  and  woe,  ftand  but  little  chance  of  ob- 
taining their  notice— -even  the  Abstract  of  the 
Evidence,  would  detain  fome  of  them  too  long 
from  their  eager  purfuits  of  bufinefs,  or  their  favour- 
ite fchenies  of  pleafure.  This  hasty  sketch  will 
not,  however,  it  may  be  prefumed,  encroach  too 
much  upon  their  time  ;  and  well  rewarded  v;ill  the 
compiler  of  it  be,  if  it  fhould  prove  a  ftimuius  to 
further  invefligaticn  of  the  Evidence.  No  one  knows 
v.'hat  opportunities  he  may  have,  or  how  far  liis  in- 
fluence niay  extend,  to  aiiift  the  endeavours  now  uf- 
ing  for  the  abolition  of  a  trade,  the  continued  carry- 
ing on  of  which,  after  being  fo  fully  apprized  of  its 
dreadful  enormity,  may  be  expected  (without  the  fmal- 
lell  tirccure  of  fuoerftious  feai)  to  expofe  this  natioia 
to  tlie  jufi:    puniihment   of  Providence. 

Three  nations,  Juvan,  Tubal,  and  IMefiiech,  are 
mentioned  in  Scripture  |{  as  having  their  principal 
trade  nt  Tyre  in  \\\c  fetUng  of  men.  This  circum- 
flance  has  been  appealed  to  in  vindication  of  the 
African  Slave-Ti\ide  :-— but  mark  the  fequel.  In  the 
foilovvkig    chapter,    verfe    i8,    the  Prophet  addrelTes 

[j   £zck.  xxvii.  13. 
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ihe  Prince  of  Tyre  thus:-—'*  Then  haft  J^:?icd  ihy 
faQd)-uaries  by  the  nmltitiide  of  thine  iniqiiiiics,  by  tlie 
iniquity  of  thy  trailic  :  therefore  will  1  bring  forth  a 
ilre  from  the  n^iidll  of  rhce,  it  (hall  devour  thee,  and 
I  Will  bring  tiiee  to  aOics  upon  the  earth."  A  prophe- 
cy which  has  been  remarkably  fulfilled. 

The  great  leader  in  the  Debates  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  this  momentous  fubjetTt  has  declared--- 
**  That  intsrefied  as  iie  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  the 
final  event  of  the  quefiion,  he  was  comparatively  in- 
different as  to  the  then  decifion  of  the  Houfe.  What- 
ever they  might  do,  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  he 
was  confident,  would  abolifli  the  Have-trade,  when, 
as  would  now  foon  happen,  its  injuftice  and  cruelty 
fliould  be  fairly  laid  before  them.  It  was  (faid  he  a 
neft  of  ferpents,  which  would  never  have  endured  fo 
long,  but  for  the  darknefs  in  v^^hich  they  lay  hid.  The 
light  of  day  would  now  be  let  in  upon  them,  and  thej 


would  vaaiia  from  the  fight." 


IV,    B,    C, 


